PHILOSOPHY

another question however, whether Neo-PIatonism was
influenced in any way by the Jewish Alexandrian School,
which is known to us through the writings of Philo. The
points of resemblance between the Essenes and the Neo-
Pythagoreans, and between Philo and Plotinus are so striking
that many have thought it impossible to deny a direct influence,
In fact, the appearance of a great speculative genius like
Plotinus in a period so barren of originality as the 3rd century
B. C., had an immediate and decisive influence on the future of
Greek philosophy. The School of Plotinus swallowed up and
absorbed all other systems. A hundred years after his death
Eunapius could say that he was more read than Plato himself,
and added quite justly that his fame was very largely due to
his disciple, Porphyry.

Neo-Pythagoreanism again, was one among many kindred
phenomena resultant upon the spiritual commotion, which
marked the gradual decline of classical culture, and at length
ended in the triumph of the Christian Church. It may be
dated after "the death of the Oracles" in the time of Nero
and his immediate successors (cf. Tacitus, i. 2), although
presages of it occurred long before e.g. the Bacchanalian
affair (cf. Livy, xxxix, 8 f). Now, in the first century
B. C. thanks to its cosmology, Stoicism had affinities with
astrology and when in the person of Posidonius of Apamea
(86-62 B. C), Cicero's teacher (vide R Cumont, The Oriental
Religions in Roman Paganism," ch. VII) Oriental ideas per-
meated the west under authoritative intellectual auspices, this
pseudo-science gained most influential adherents. This,
together with the blunting of the Greek critical faculty, the
prominence of encyclopaedic or antiquarian knowledge, and
the growing thirst for mystical revelations placed astrology in
an incontestable position by the time of Tiberius and marked
the moment favourable to the birth of Neo-Pythagoreanism,
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